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“The Brasilia Syndrome”….. planning from above!
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Copenhagen 1962 –
From traffic place to People Place



”In this City everything will be done to 
invite people to walk and bicycle as 

much as possible in the course of their
daily day doings”



From car invasion



1962 First Pedestrian street

1973 Network of streets

Today More and more places to stay

22 squares that used to be parking lots are 
now people spaces



Strøget (main street) 
pedestrianized 1962 

1962 1986



In 1962 all 18 squares were parking lots 
- now they are all people squares 

• 1953 • 1974



Nyhavn  - before



Nyhavn  - before ……and after 1980





Town Hall Square - before



Town Hall Square - before ……..and after 1996



4 times more people spend 
time in the city



People are staying longer….



…………………………and longer



Extending the day1/3 of the out door activity is now in the 
evening and night in the summer



Families now stay in the city 





The need for a holistic approach to urban design

Designing 
objects

Making places
(creating 
opportunities 
for places to 
flourish)



Public life is growing from the centre and out into other districts











Swimming down town











City of Copenhagen:  Bicycle Strategy 2011
”From rather good to being World class”



- on a citywide network of bicycle lanes

Bicycling in Copenhagen





70% continue to bicycle in the winter







Major complaint : 
Serious congestion - on the bicycle lanes





Green wave for bicycles











Integration with public 
transport



Oct 2011: New Danish Government arriving  on bicycles at 
the Palace to be commissioned by the Queen. 



The Danish Crown Prince is bicycling too



5
6

Why do Copenhageners cycle?

”Quick, easy, convenient”    56%

”Exercise” 21 %

”Cheap” 12 %

”Environmentally friendly”    1 %



”Adults who bicycle to 
work or who use a bicycle 
regularly have a

30 % lower mortality

Than others who lead a 
similar lifestyle”



Total health effect: 
0,80 cents /km
335 mio euro/year



GREATER NEW YORKA GREENER, 



CHALLENGES

1. Future growth _ + 1 mio. New Yorkers by 2030.

2. An overcrowded and worn-down public transport system

3. Congested streets and avenues
50% of all car trips in Manhattan are less than 1 km

4. Congested sidewalks

5. Few and overused places for recreation

6. Generally a low public space quality

7. Increasing issues around obesity and inactive lifestyles

8. Increasing awareness on sustainability



Major Goals

o Cut annual traffic fatalities by 50% (from 2007 level)

o Implement system of rapid bus lines

o Double bicycle commuting from 2007 to 2012

o Institute complete-street design policy

o Institute programs to treat streets as public space

o Reduce agency energy and vehicle use





9th Avenue Protected
Bike Lane/Complete Street

9th Avenue first year of operation:
• Crashes of all kinds down 56%

• Bicycle volume up by 50%



Grand Street
Cross-town
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NYCDOT bicycle 
screen-line counts

Annual cycling casualties (injuries + fatalities)

 
Safety in Numbers



Pilot projects in New York



Increasing public space on Broadway

Broadway 
Boulevard



Herald Square - before
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Herald Square - after 
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Herald Square - before 
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Herald Square - after 
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Madison Square

Madison Square Park- after 



Times Square
- before 
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Times Square
- after 
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A place more accessible for all
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Opportunities to meet and interact
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Opportunities for fun and entertainment 









Times Square - after 



17% improved travel time for vehicular traffic

11% more pedestrians

63% reduction in traffic accidents

80% less pedestrians in the roadway

84% increased stationary activities in Times Square

29% raise in property value (rest of NYC dropped 6,5-36,5%)



”In God we trust.
Everyone else bring data !!”

former Mayor Michael Bloomberg











TVERSKAYA NARROWED BY CAUTION TAPE

COMMERCIAL SIGNS OCCUPY MUCH SPACE THE MOST NARROC PLACE AT TVERSKAYA

SNOW AND ICE NARROWS SIDEWALKS

OBSTACLES ON THE SIDEWALK





OLDER WOMAN NAGIVATING THE STAIRS 
AT A TVERSKAYA UNDERPASS

WOMEN TRYING TO ACCESS UNDERPASS 
WITH PRAM

underpass street without pedestrian crossing

DIFFICULTIES IN STREET CROSSINGS USING UNDERPASSES



NO SERVICE OR ACCESSABILITY FOR THE ELDERLY

UNSAFE TRAFFIC ENVIRONMENT FOR CHILDREN

LITTLE ACCESSABILITY FOR PRAMS

FEW ELDERLY AND CHILDREN IN THE STREETS





TEATRALNAYA

MAJOR STREETS WITH OR WITHOUT TREES

Major streets with trees Major streets without trees

LACK OF STREET TREES MAKE A GREY CITY







pedestrian crossing

pedestrian tunnel

metro station

DIFFICULTIES WALKING ON THE BOULEVARD RING



50% of the total 
walking time



50% of the total 
walking time



83% AVERAGE COVERAGE OF BENCHES IN ALEXANDROVSKY SAD ON A SATURDAY IN JULY

TOO FEW BENCHES IN POPULAR PARKS









Moscow  Improvement Project, on Public Exibition Oct 2013



Tverskaya, Main Street,  Moscow

December 2011 July 2013

















































Mayor of Moscow Sergei Sobyanin



BEFORE: The industries would attract the workforce and the capital. 
The modernistic city model was developed following this principle. 

NOW: The workforce is attracted by places offering a high quality of life. 
The workplaces and the capital go where the skilled workforce is. 
This is the knowledge city.  

From City of Industry to City of Knowledge



Sao Paulo, Brazil

An active city, day 
and night, all year 

A traffic balanced 
city with focus on 
pedestrians, 
cyclists and public 
transportation

A greener city

Supporting existing 
city life

Attracting more life 
to the city centre

Introducing more 
diverse activities

Attracting a variety 
of user groups



Workshops
- Local anchoring and public outreach



On site
- Local anchoring and public outreach



4 pilot project sites in São Paulo city centre

Largo Paissandú &
Avenida São João

Praça Ouvidor Pacheco e Silva 
& Largo São Francisco 

Rua 25 de Março

Pateo do Collegio & Rua
Roberto Simonsen



Largo São Francisco  
– Before 



Key findings - before

Not a plaza but parking, ventilation and 
‘pass through’ area

Little activity despite many potential users 
in the area. University with 3360 students

Perceived as unsafe, little nighttime activity 

Poor connection between Largo São 
Francisco and Praça Ouvidor Pacheco e 
Silva – causing jaywalking



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva 
– Before and after



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva 
– Before and after



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva 
- Before



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva 
- After



Praça Ouvidor – Largo São Francisco
Active and vibrant square



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva
– everyday activity

Lunch break, rest under the shade
- Free WIFI



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva
– everyday activity

Lunch break, rest under the shade
- Free WIFI



Event calendar and public outreach

Right; event calendar
Left; after-survey and interview team



Largo São Francisco and Praça Ouvidor e Silva
– event activity, Karoke Night



... and active, vibrant square with both day and 
evening activity for all



More users and a more diverse use
- Key findings, Before and After

80% Increase in people spending time
More commercial activity

Folding chairs are popular

Majority is people standing 
Seating is limited to secondary seating

2013
BEFORE IMPLEMENTATION

Waiting for transport

Standing Secondary 
seating

Commercial
Activity

Sitting in 
folding chairs



Peak at lunch and high activity level after 6pm
- Key findings, after implementation

In 2013;  43 people was counted 
at both lunch hour and at 7pm

In 2014;

150
140

Increase in 
peak hour 
activity by 

235%



What people liked most - hardware
- Public outreach

When asked about what new 
elements in the square people 

liked the most - 62% of the 
responses was in favor of the deck 

chairs and umbrellas





What people liked most - software
- Public outreach

Of the many activities hosted in 
the new square - 22% of 

interviewed especially favored the 
film screenings





Opening party
- “Feirinha Gastronômica” 



Stories, Impact

New users



Stories, Impact

Without pushing the existing users out
Space for all



Stories, Impact

Birthday party



Stories, Impact

Artist installations



Stories, Impact

Social media
#praiapaulistana #praiaurbana #spbeach



“There is so much more to walking than 
just walking” – Jan Gehl 



Sofia



Life between buildings















Life between buildings
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Mobility



Life between buildings
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Life between buildings



Public Space Quality



Life between buildings
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Life between buildings





























































Life between buildings



Life between buildings



Public Life







Life between buildings



Life between buildings





Life between buildings





Sofia
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